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enterprise at that moment as likely to diminish the selling value of his property; if in addition Poe attempted to secure his subscribers in an underhand way, he would have had cause to be offended, and if he remonstrated Poe may have told him that be " looked upon him as a blackguard and a villain," in the phrases of his letter to Snodgrass. That there is no explicit mention of the charge in the following letter, in which Poe makes his explana-tion to his employer, counts for nothing in view of tho points that mark omissions ; but the letter, as edited, proves with sufficient certainty that the " Penn Magazine " was the apple of discord, and it has, besides, interesting bearings as an indication of Poe's daily habits of business, his demeanor and temper.
SIB : — I find myself at leisure tliia Monday morning, June 1, to notice your very singular letter of Saturday. ... I have followed the example of Viotorine and slept upon the matter, and you shall now hear what I liava to say. In the first place, your attempts to bully me excite in my mind scarcely any other sentiment than mirth. When you address me again, preserve, if you can, tho dignity of a gentleman,.... I shall feel myself more at liberty to be explicit. As for the rest, you do me gross injustice ; and you know it. As usual, you have wrought yourself into a passion with me on account of some imaginary wrong; for no real injury, or attempt at injury, have you ever received at my hands. As I live, I am utterly unable to say why you arc angry, or what true grounds of complaint you have against way, at long intervals, to the temptation held out on all sides by the spirit of Southern conviviality. My sensitive temperament could not stand an excitementr & Brothers, 1838.
